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ABSTRACT - " 

f This collection of aljdtra^ts is part of a continuing 
series providing information on recent doctoral dissertations. The 16 
titles deal with a variety of topics, including the following: (1) a 
study of *the meanings of experience of ten published feminist women 
writers; (2) the composing activities of computer literate writers; 
(3) the inforptati'onal content o£ technical progress reports; (4) some 
psychosocitil functions of college writing; (5) the effect of poetry 
on figurative lan^age usage iii children's descriptive prose writing; 
(6) collaborative "writing processes; ("7) defining expository prose 
wi-thin a theory of text construction; (8) the federal writers' 
project in intellectual and cultural context; (\9) features of the 
thematic and information structures of the oral and written language 
of good and poor writers; (10) an exploratory study of the English 
composition Writing of Chinese students; (11) the effects of writing 
.ability and mode of discourse pn cogniTive capacity engagement; (12) 
using literature to teach writing revision; (13) an integrative model 
of competetif writ ing; and (14) coherence and cognitive style. (EL) 
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This bibliography has been compiled as. part of a Continuing 
series designed to make information on relevant dissertations 
available -to use«s of the ERIC sy&tem, Mpnthly issues of Diat^ertatiory 
Abstracts International are reviewed in* order to compile abstracts of 
dissertations on related topics, which thus become accessible in 
searches of the ERIC data base • ..Order ing information for dissertations 
themselves is included at the end of the bibliography. 



Abstracts of the following dissertations are included in this 
collection; 



Albrecht, Lisa Diane 
THE WOMAN WRITER EMPOWERED: 
A STUDY OF THE MEANINGS OF 
EXPERIENCE OF TEN PUBLISHED 
FEMINIST WOMEN WRITERS 



Hirsch, Jerrold Maury 
PORTRAIT OF AMERICA:. THE 
FEDERAL WRITERS^' PROJECT IN 
INTSIiLECTUAL AND^, CULTO'RAL 
CONTEXT 



Balkema, Sandra Jean Bolt f 
THE COMPOSING ACTIVITIES OF 
COMPUTER LITERATE WRITERS 

Barabas, Christine Peterson, 
THE NATURE^OF INFORMATION IN 
TECHNICAL PROGRESS REPORTS: 
AN ANALYSIS OF WRITER INTEN- 
TIONS, TEXTS, ANQ READER 
EXPECTATIONS 

Brooks, Robert Edward 
WRITING AND COMMITMENT: 
SOME PSYCHOSOCIAL FUNCT^IONS 
OF COLLEGE WRITING 

Cawley, Kevin 
PLANNING AND PRODU9ING 
WRITING IN THE WORKPLACE 

s 

Dixon, Diane J. 
THE EFFECT OF POETRY ON 
FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE^ USAGE IN 
CHILDREN'S DESCRIPTIVE PROSE 
WRITING ( 

Doheny-Far ina , Stephen 
WRITING IN AN EMERGENT 
BUSINESS ORGANIZATION: AN 
ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY 



Jamieson, Barbaira Carglyri ^ 
FEATURES OF THE THEMATIC 
AND INFORMATION STRUCTURES 
OF THE ORAL AND WRITTEN 
LANGUAGE OF GOOD AND POOR 
WRITERS 

Lin, John Chiyee 
CHINESE STUDENTS' EN^tMSH 
COMPOSITIONS IN TERMS OF - • 
THE NONLINGUISTIC VARIABLE 
OF SOCIOCULTURAL DIFFERENCE: 
A CONTRASTIVE RHETORIC 

Reed, William Michael 
THE EFFECTS OF WRITING 
ABILITY AND MODE OP DIS- 
COURSE ON COGNITIVE CAPACITY 
ENGAGEMENT 

Shanahan, Joseph Bernard 

reader response literature:, 
a source for effective 
descriptors of the revision 
stage , in the process of 
wr'iting 

Singer, Martha Margaret Lowbe 
AN INTEGRATIVE MODEL OF 
COMPETENT WRITING 



Grabe, William Peter 
TOWARDS DEFINING EXPOSITORY 
PROSE WITHIN A THEORY OF 
TEXT CONSTRUCTION 
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Stoddard, Sara E. (Sally) 
TIjSXTURE, PATTERN, AND COHE- 
SION IN WRITTEN TEXTS: , A 
fiTUDY WITH A GRAPHIC 
PERSPECTIVE 



V^killiams, James Dale, 

cohTerence -and cognitive- style 
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^ THt WOMAN WRITER EMPOWERED: A SIUdV OF THE 
' MEANINGS OF EXPEJIieNCE OF TEN PUBLISHED FEMINIST 
WOMEN WRITERS Ord^r NO. DA842e0l 4 

AtmcHT, Lisa DuNt, Pm.D. State Uniy^rsity of New York at Buii^o, 
1964. 247pp. . ; ' 

Th€ purpose of this study was to describe the Interplay of written 
lenguaoe and culture on the lives of selected women write rs. Given 
the lack of polllcal. economic, sexual and educational powpr of 
women In this society, particularly third world,' poor and wqrklng* 
ciaaa, the the^s described how ten published feminist\ofnen wr>ters 
perceive and express their linguistic power The writers are: Dorothy 
A Allison, Gloria Anialdua. Becky Birtha. Beth Brant, Fay Chiang. Jan 
Oaueen. Doris Davenport, Ruth Geller, H^Itie Qossett, Audre Lorde. 
Marge Pierqy, Mirtha Ouintanales and Jewell Parker Rhodes. 

Each writer was intervlew«i and audio-taped for 2-3 hours. She re- 
constructed her writing experiences ajUlobiographically by examining 
her life within asociocultura! and historical context^^aying particular 
attention to race, class, ethnicity, sexual identity and educational 
background. Building m that information, she then examined the 
meaning of rhetorical context in her work; why she writes, for whom, 
and what her voice Is ^ , 

The researcher did a 3 part case study experiential analysis of 
each transcribed interview retrieving information by: (1) looking for 
emerging themes based on the interview format, (2) looking for other 
themes that evolved that were different from the format, and 
(3) collaborating with each writer by asking her to con'obbrate the 
findings. Patterns of similarity and difference in the meanings of the 
writers' experiences were isolated following cohiparative analysis. 

The model developed to describe the-interplay of language and 
culture upon the meanings of experienc^of the writers studied has . ' 
three parts: (1) Writers have multiple identities. To be whole and self- 
affirming, writers need to integrate non-hierarchlcally all parts orf^ v 
thernaelves into their writing; (2) Writers write in social context?ffiat 
are both immediate/situational, and global, and are historically' 
^ deitjrmined; and (3) There is a reciprocal relationship between the 
development of a writer's identity anfi the writer's awawi^ ol 
V audience. Audience is comprised of multiple Identities as Is each 
^ writer. 



THE COMPOSING ACTIVfTIES OF COMPUTER LITERATE 
WRITERS Order No. DA8502759. 

Balxima, Sandra Jean Bolt, Ph.D. Tha Unlvarsffy of Michigan, 1984. 
144pp. Chairman: Charles F. Lehmann ^ 

Descriptions of the writing processes of ^'expert** pen-and-paper 
writers are commonly accepted in composition research for their 
importance In the development of theoretical models of w/iting 
behavior as well as applications for the teaching of writing. With the 
increasing use of computers by writers, descriptions of ttie 
composing processes of "computer literate** writers are necessary for 
a more thorough understanding of the act of writing. 

The writing behavior of four ,wrl)^ was monitored as each writer ' 
composed and revised a document using the text proofing 
package, VtJE and RUNOFF on a Rrime 350 and 750 minicomputer 
system. All of the participants. were experienced users of several 
computer systems, including sever^tei^rocessing systerrts. Their 
behavior was recorded and analyzeo to^'^provide a description of their 
composing and revising activities. The corpus of data consisted of 
records generated by a computer-tracklng system which recorded 
Keystroke activity of the writer using the text processor, personal 
histories of the subjects whichdetall their computer, writing, and 
typing training and experience, and personal logs kept by these ^ 
^'wrltera as they compos«id whith outline their non terminil activities 
during the session. These d^pma then grouped and coded 
according to type, "level,*' arK>ethod of each revision. 
' The resulling case study docrlptlons suggest weaKr>esses in the 




as well as ger^ral 
activities. 1^ese writers* 
1) the necessity for 



text processing system used by tht 
tendencies in all four writers' compel 
composing and revising activities ill 

straightforward text ^ntry during composinj^ (2) the importance of a 
pre-writing or planning facility. (3) the necessity for easy access to 
previous text while composing, (4) the emphasis onjllrecting the 
format of a text during eomposing, (5) the impo^gfite of the use of 
templates to direct form and content. arxJ (6) IrSsimultaneous nktyce 
of revising and Composing. The data also indicated that (1) revision 
^ activities varied depending on the ''leS/er of revision. (2) 4 higfi 
* number of revisions were to tfte spelllhg and format of the text 13) a 
higher percenUge of the revisions were ^urfaceVather than 
Meaningful revisions (editing of text rather than revising of text). 
(4) the writers all made a substantial number of revisions Of ill kinds 
and levels, and (5) f high percentage of revisions wer^made within * 
one or-two words of the point of current text entry. By Aamining 
experienced computer writers at wo^k, composition theorists, 
researchers, and teachem can learn to uhderstand and tap the 
potentials of word processing for writers. 



THE NATURE OF INFORMATION InNtE^HNICAL PROGRESS 
REPORTS: AN ANALYSIS OF WRITER, INTENTIONS, TEXTS, 
AND READER EXPECTATIONS Order No.OASSOl 234 

Barasas, C0llh(ut PrrcusoN. Ph.D. Univarslty of tllinols at Chicaoi, 
1964. 230pp. 

This study Is an examination of the informational content of 
technical progress reports In a corporate Rip organization. It 
compares the type of ir\formation that researcheri (scientists and 
engineers) Intand to include in their reports, the Information actuaHy 
contalnad In their reports, the Information actually containedin their 
reports, and the information their supervisor readers expecf In the' 
reports. The study involved nearly 50 subjects at all levels of the RID 
, organization and was conducted in thre< phases over a year's time. 

During Bhase 1. which consisted of interviews and surveys, the 
context within which progr^ reports are written, read, and used was r 
studied; in^ddltion. the supervisors determined the poor-writer and 
the good-writer subjects, and the writers' and readers' preferences 
for different i^indsof information were compared. During Phase 2, a 
method for classifying types of Information was developed and used 
to analyze the researchers' progress reports collected in Pha|ie 1 . 
During Phase 3, two context-based experimental tasks that used 
these reports were desl|ned and conducted to determine the types of 
information identified as most Important and least Important by the 
writers and refers of the progress reports and to determine whether 
these subjects had sigollar notions of data. rasutt^Mtvi doncluaionl 

Among the findin^js-^are that, with respect to the informational 
content of the repocAs. the good writers, as compared with the poor- 
jylters. have intentions that npore cloSely match their supervisor 
readers' expectations; their progress reports contain a significantly 
lower percentage of unprocessed information and a higher 
percentage of processed information; and they mor* closely agree 
wfth their supervisors about thelnformatlon mo'st Important In 
progress r^gorts. Analysis of other variables indicates that the > ' 
diffel-ences between the good writers and the poor writers cannot be* 
explained by degree of education, major, yeW work experience, 
years at the company, or years working Jor the supervisor. It is 
suggMted that the differences behveen the two groups may be due to 
different composing strategies, different cdncepts about the nature of 
communication and progress, and different assumptions about th# 
purpoie and audience of progress reports. Included are ttm 
implications of this stud/s findings for R4D training prograMs ahd 
teach#rs of 'technical writing, as wed as suggestions for further 
research. 
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WRITING AND COMMITMENTt SOME PSYCHOSOCUL' / [ 
FUNCTIONS OF COtCeOi WRIJINO OrdtrNo. DA8424670 
BUOOKI. Rb»tnt ^WARO, Ph.D. Univ$f^lty'ot Mk}n0$oti\ 1984. 
334pp. 

This study synthesizes sbme elements of composition theory and 
pdststructuralism in order to open up new questions about y^riting 
^m\d its relationship to »gnification> culture, ar^ individgaiity/l argu# 
that the notions of '^writing processes" opir^ng in both theories 
require that conn^ctipns between significatipn, dilture. the 
unconscious, and consciousness be addressed. Thes^ connections 
can be summarized in two questions: (1) who (or what) does the 
wrtti;>g? and (2) given the answer lo!tt>e first c^uestion/why is writing 
engaged In? , ^ ' 

The study is divided into two parts'. In the first, 1 develop a theorV of 
writina as ^gniflcation Synthesized irom the work of three 
poststructul^alist theorists (Derrida, Lacan, Foucaultj, three 
developmental psychologists (VyOotsKy. Piaget. Brun^r). and two 
sociolinguists (Goffman. Labov). This theory claims that the dynamics 

the-self (which lead to the experience of consciousness) aris« 
through the processes of signification. Since these processes involve 
an interaction between various strata (human biology, cultural 
semiotics, language, and desire), what is experienced as individuality 
must be seen as a /unction of this interaction, always involvinji 
socialization. •developrrvent. and signification. Consequently, /'who - 
v^itet?** and "why write?"* must be answered with reference to this 
interaction. That which writes is always a conglomerate of interacting. 
functlons;,writing as an activity produces new significations which 
both support arid challenge th6 social systems which value them ar>d 
from which they (in part) arise. 

in the second part of this study, I apply this theory to a particular 
range of writing behaviors-^those of academic discourses. I 
investigate scholarly research for publication, teaching, and student 
work. I conclude inat college writing serves three functions: it creates ^ 
an environment in which a certain kind of indlvidufiljty is produced 
and valued; it offers a means of socializing new individuals to this 
environment; and it necessarily produces a divisioh betv/een 
signification, self perception; and knowled^^ within th# individual 
who writes. Because of this neceuary division, col|eg# writing afways 
requires individual and insdtutionel revision Irc^ thpse who employ it. 
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'Producing writing in the workplace 

\ OfderNo. DA6423119 



Fordtiam University, 1&ft4 254pp. Mentor: 



Rita 

1^ 



, writing at wprk were Studied to describe their purposes ar\d' 
processes The participants were a college administrator, a counselor 
and a psychologist The data included work related transcriptions of 
vtrbalized^thinitmg during the writing, longhand notes -and dratts of 
tt>e participants anfl final typed copies of the docu.i>enis produced 
during a 3 week collecting period interviews provided more 
mf ermatipn on the writing processes of these mfori^ants. All writing^ 
was directed to reil audience and invested with reii purposes 
Writing tasks were the actual worlj respbnsibilities of the 3 
participants. ' ' 

The major hypotheses resultmg^Jrom this study were: (a) writers 
thternalize plannihg for farrtillar tasks and the sense of familiar 
audience is part of their tacrt schema for each writing task, (b) writprs 
in ths workplace seldom revise written products that they conSKler j • 
Final Drafts and work-related v^^iting rs frequently a starting potnffor 
discussion rattw than an erid point, (c) pausing in silence and verbal 
reflecting are important features of writer processes in the wor^iacs; 
(d) writers fh the workplace fliflsr in kinds of tasks and audiences but 



Veveal similac patterns with regiMrd to planning behaviors 

The investigator suggested that continued research in writirn} 
should be an outgrov^h of cdrKem for the improvement of writfeg 
instribtion. The following issues should receive further attention 
(a) the effect of instruction in the strategies for recognizing whst is 
useful data for composing, (b) the effect of pjrescribed format on 
of composing, (c) the effect of wnters t>eing conscious of their own 
processes, (d) the effect of allowing writers to determine when a 
ptece is to be considered Fir\al Draft, (e) ttW effect of real purpost 
and hudiehct incorpojated into instruction^ writing. 



TH6 EFFECT OF POETRY ON FIGUR^TIVI LANGUAGE 
USAGE IN CHILDREN'S DESCRIPTIVE. PROSE WRITINQ 
[ • Order NO. DA8421(52d 

C^xoN, DuNt J., Ph.D. ThBiJniversity of ToMo, 1984. .92pp: 

Purpose. The central purpose of this study was to deterrnine tti* 
eff^ts of poetry cvi*the use of figurative lan^^uage in the prose writing 
of Fourth Grade chjjdren. Other purposes were to investigate the 
difference in figurative language usag6 between experimental and 
control groups, between investig^tor taught^and teacher-taught 
classroorrls, and between the control groups and'a creative wrrtir^g 
group. The study also sought to determine the appropriateness and 
completeness of the child's figurative comparison. , . « > 

ProcBdure, The study took place in a schpol system InTMorthwest 
Ohio ar)d involved ninety-live fourth graders. A composition 
pretest/postteat was designed, administered, and anslyjced both 

quantitatively and qgalititively. Treatment, corisisting of poetry, 

» 

discussions of figurative comparisons, aod opportunities to create 
oral and written figurative eompsrisons, was deliversd in two thirty" 
minute ses^bns a wsek.for five weeics. 
* Findings. Children in the experimental groups did show an 
increase in figXjratiye language usage. Although children in the ^ 
experimentaf groups used a greater number of^figur^tiv^anguags 
examples on the posttest, they did npt use a g^eSeramount than t)W 
cohtro^groups. Children injf>e invegtigator-taught classrooms wrots i 
greater number of figdrative language exarjiples than did children iri 
tfie teacher-taught classrooms. The creative writing group did r>ot 
write a greater number of figurative.l^nguack examples than the 
ocuitrol groups. Children in the experimental groups wrote a greater 
numjt)er of higher quality comparisons on»the posttest. 

* Conclusions, The findings of this jitudy do not support the 
cor>clusioft1hat poetry encourages chikjren to use figurative 
language in their descriptive prose writing. It appears that who . 
delivers the treatment may be a faptor in children*e undjw'standir>g and 
use of figurative language. The quality of the children'.if igurative 
.language examples did improve after the planned instructional 
program. 



WRITING IN AN EMERGENT BUSINESS 0«tJANI?^TIOM: AN 
ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY , ^Ordsr N<^DA8500944 

DoHtHY- Farina, ^tiphin, Ph.D. R§ns30iM§f Polyt§c\inlc1ln$tliuf0, 

1964. 232pp. Adviser: LeeOdeH ' ^ 

* < . *» 

The social processes and functions of whtlrtg in a newly foVmfd 
computer software company have b^n studied in ah exploratory' 
ethnographic research project. This investigation describes and 
explaina the collaborative writing proc^ of the company's- 
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•xMutives t$ they collaborated on.the writing ol an Important 
company document; The data for thi« InvettJgatton were collected 
O^er a period of eight month*, during whJch the researcher took on 
the rde of participant/observer. The data collection procedures 
Included writing flekJ notiw, and tape recording meetings, open- 
ended inten^tows. and discourse-baaed Interviews (Odell and 
Qoewami, 1981). Analysis of the data proceeded alortg th|i lines of the 
Constant Comparison Method (Glaser and Strauss. 1967). Results 
show (a) how social and organizational Contexts influenced the 
collaborators' rhetorical context, arid (b) how the collaborators* 
fhetoricel activity inftcianced the orOanizational context of the 
company. \ ^ 

• Specifically, this ris^rch traces the writing of a partfcularty 
controversial passage of the document over a period of 22 months. 
During this lime |he collaborators' perceplons of their social and 
organizational contexts influenced (a) their conceptions of the S 
ftietorlcal situation^ for wrjtrng that pa$sade. and (b) the manner In 
which they collaborated with each other. Irf addition, the collaborative 
writing process iofluenced the change in the company*s authority 
structure by providing the opportunity for a re-ap^orlionment of ' 
au^nty to occtjr Through the writing of the document the 
company*s authonty structure changed from entrepreneurial control 
to control by a managihg committee. These results (a) posit a 
reciprocal relal^tonir^lp between writing and the organizational conies 
ol the company's top management, and Cb) suggest that current 
tt)eories of composing shouM include social interaction as a part of 
composing processes. 
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TOWARDS DEFINING EXPOSITORY PROSE WITHIN A * 
THEOF^Y OF TEXT CONSTRUCTION 

^Ait. William Pttem. Ph.D. Un/yer*/fy o/ S.outtmm Ca///orn/a, 1984. 
Chairman: Professor Robert Kaplan 

The purpose of this research has beef^ to examine "expository 
proee** as a genre type within an;bverall model of text construction. 
• The research attempts to mdd^ 'statistically the textual parameters 
which define expository prOse, ind distinguish It from other text types. 
At iMue is the specific question ef wt>ether or not the notion 
''expository prose" is definable. And if It is definable, what are its 
particular features? T9 approach the specific questions of expository . 
prose Bi a genre type, It was first necessary to examine the more 
general nature ol "text." That Is,. what makes a text definable as such? 
And how may texts vary? 

A review of the literature defines a text as a multidimensional 
construct determined by th4W)ter^ction of its various components on 
all levels 0^ text structure. SKh a view of text structure requires that a 
theory of text construction be Elaborated to explore what components 
of text exist on what levels, ar^d how these components might interact 
to create defining textual parameters. 

Following a review of the literature on the nature of expository 
proee, the thesis describes a corpus selection procedure which choee 
150 texts in IS groups of 10 texts each (400-500 words per text, 
approxirfiately 70,000 words total). The corpus was then examined for 
33 linguistic viriables including: syntactic categories and 
constructions, cohesion counts, lexical counts andi>osture (attitude) 
measures. 

The study first employed factor analysis to define textual 
parameters existing among the 150 texts examined. Six factors were 
jnterpreted. Significance tests indicated that the factors (textual 
parameters) distinfui^ed tt>e 15 hypotheslxed teM groups. The 
iq^preted factors were then used In a discriminant analysis to 



determine the distinctions among the different text types 

nouonal erm ^^expository prose^ as a general genre typr n aIsS 
appears that research involving expository prose must be 
wronsidered in fight of the various sub groupingyfound in this studv 
Further, th^ study supports the notion of text a^ia rnu\mr^^^ 

particular textual parameters. ' ' 

(Copies available exclusively from Micrographics Oeoartment 
Doheny Library. USC, Los Ahgel^. CA 900600 . 



PORTRAIT OF AMERICA: THE FEDERAL WRITERS' 
PROJECT IN AN INTELLECTUAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT4 

Order No. DA8425487 
HmscM. Jerrolo Maury. Ph.D. Th9 Um\^er$ity of North Carolma at 
C/rape/H///. 1984. 835pp. Supervisor: Or, George B.Tindall 

This study treats the FWP as an episode in American cultural and 
intellectual history and as part of the cultural component of the New 
Deel's-programof political and economic reform. National FWP 
officials contemplated the relationship between government and 
culture,. and ultimately betvi^een culture and democracy. Jhe studies 
• Ihey directed tried to broaden the definition of who and what was 
American. They were infused with the idea that a discovery, am < 
ackrK)wledgement, and finally a celebration of the nation's cufturel 
pluralism offered a basis for national integration that was incftbive, 
not exclusive, and democratic, not coercive-a form of unity based'on . 
culturil Mnderstanding, not.merely the administrative ties of a large 
bureaucracy. The FVVP guTdeboo'ks tried tpbo this by dofcumentino 
Am^ican diversity. Other FWP proprams probed deeper. By giving 
ex-slaves, ntembers of ethnic groups, urban workers, and ordinary 
Southerners an opportunity to speak directly to their fellow citizens, 
the FWP intended to reopen social, cultural, and historical ieeues thM 
had been covered over with cliches. The romantic nationalism and 
cu«ural pluralism of national FWP officials *^re manifested In the 
stele guidebooks. Their interest in modem art arxJ the development ol 
modern America influenced the FWP oral history projects. Therefore, 
anthropologists- Edward Tylor, Franz Boas. Paul Radin-^and writers-^ 
T. S. Elipt, Carl Sandburg, and Ralph Ellison-figure prominently In 
this study. < 

V^at gave unity to the approach of national FWP officials was a 
shared romantic nationalist, cosmopolitan, and pluralist view of • 
American culture. As romantic nationalists they assumed that ttm 
study of the experience of ordinary Americans could provkj'e the basis 
for a revitalized national culture; as pluralists they believed all groupe 
had to be taken into account; and as cosmopolitans they thought the 
various groups that ctjnstituted America couW benefit from learning 
about fellow citizens different from tfcmselves. It was 
cosmopolitanism that made a romariTc cultural pluralism possible. 
The choice, FWP offlciali saw, was between an inclusive national 
community that recognized and encouraged differences-cultural 
pluralism, and an exclusive community that sought ^plty through the 
suppression of racial and cultural dlffereoces-^totalitarianlsm. 
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FEATURES OF THf THEMATIC AND INFORMATION 
STRUCTURES OF THE ORAL AND WRITTEN LANGUAGE OF 
GOOD AND^POOR WRITERS Ordtr No. D A84i6049 

Jamksom. BAntAPiA Carolyn. Ph D, S\M University of New Yotk Mt 
ButfmJo. 1984. 154pp. 

Thit study investigated how features of syntax, thematic strpcture. 
and mforryation structure of good writer^ differed frorn thdse features 
for poor writers and from those features in the speech of both group*. 

•The measures included the number and repetitions of Themes (th* 
speaker's topic) and Given-New relationships as well as the amount of 
factual information each student conveyed in speaKing and writing. 

Twenty-four college students viewed a brief film and reported what 
thay had seen in writing and orally to another student. The written ' 
preaar^tatlans were rated by experienced teachers for amount of 
information included and for wnting quality. 

Students who rated low on information presented less information 
in speaking as well as writing than those who rated high, suggesting 
that unfamiliarity with written forms was not the sole source of thter 
low rating on information. 

Syntactic choices in writing were different from those in speaking. 
Wntari had fewer simple sentences, more coordination, more relative 
clausaa, mdre appositives and reduced clauses, and more of other, 
kinds of subordination. The poor writers werff well below the average 
of th« total group In other subordination, while good writers were ^ 
above ttie group average in use of appositives and relative clauses. 

Themes w^rerfefir^ed as gramrfiatical subjectsrwith content. Better 
wfit#n had more themes than poor writers but also had more 
sentences abouUheir themes than poor writers. 

Better writer.t;^ade"more adjustments from speaking to writing.^ 
They used more rd^tition orsubstitupon of themes (and fewer- 
pror>ouns) than ptior writers. They showed more detachment and 
formality, by nat using the narrative then/now as often and by being 
more likely to provide analysis or criticism in addition to narration. 

Students presented about the same amount of information in 
writing as in speaking but were more concise and explicit in writing. * 
Alt students made some adjustments for mode, with those rated high 
makir>g the greatest adjustments. 

This study suggested that aspects of Functional Sentence 
Perspective, such as topical progression, can provide a conceptual 
framework for use in analysis of student writing and in instruction. 



CHINESE STUDENTS'. ENGLISH COMPOSITIONS IN TERMS 
OF THE hiONLINGUlSTIC VARIABLE OF SOCIOCULTURAL 
DIFFERENCE: A CONTRASTIVE RHETORIC 

OrderNo. DA6424336 

LiH. JowN Chiyee. Pm D University of Kansas, 1964 . 238pp. 

This research is an exploratory study^Eww differently Chinese 
university students write an English exposillWThe Study copsists o* 
two parts. (I) I50compositionswrittef^y^»st two paragraphs and 
(II) 139 one-paragraph compositions. fWIePart II examined only 
paragraph movements. Part I. the major concern of this study, 
investigated four areas: (1) opening paragraphs. (2) paragraph 
movamijnts. (3) paragraph development, and (4) topic sentences. 
Each of tKese areas was iJivided into some specific points, which 
were determined by a parallel consideration of literature on English 
and Chinese paragraphs and the writer's preview of students* English 
compositions To facilitate his investigation, the writer used markers, 
signs, and numerals to ^present what he found in students' 
compositions. 

To describe how differently students write an exposition and to 
Identify students' probiems. the writer used the following three-step 
procedure (1) investigation of four areas in students* compositions. 
(2) cross reference o* the four areas, and (3) contrast of what 



literature on English and phinese paragraphs was described and 
vwhat the writer found in stu.d|ents* compositions. 

Inadequate literature pn^Qhinese paragraphing caused the writer 
to investigate SO i^odel Chinese expositions i^ two areas: 
(1) paragraphs In isolation aind (2) paragraphs in contextual aspects. , 
The results of thVinvestigation clarified some over-simpllfi^ 
statements on Chinese paragraphing. With regard to paragraphs in 
isoiation. only 33.18 percent of .the Chinese paragraphs followed a * 
general to speclflc movement. The results seemed to disagree with 
•Chenig's theory that whole-before-part (general to specific) was the 
prlnclpte of Cninese paragraphs. At best, (phehg's theory is only a hsN 
truth regarding Chinese paragraphs. As to Kaplan's idea, this writer • 
did not find in his investigation any circles-or-gyres paragraphs thai 
''are developed'in terms of what (things) are not.;' The writer 
•concluded that Cheng's general-to specific theory and Kaplan's 
circles-or-gyres idea were neither mutually exclusive nor 
complementary .V<e found general-to speciflc movement and direct 
movement (English rhetoric device) scattered in Chinese paragrapj^ 
in the proportion of i3.l8 to 61 .82. Concerning paragraphs in the 
contextuat aspects of Chinese expository writing, results indicated 
that paragraphs in Hsiung's four contextual aspects occurred in those 
composltior^ but with a different chance of occurronce. 



^THC EFFECTS OF WRITING ABILITY AND MODE OF 
DISCOURSE 6n COGNITIVE CAPACITY ENGAGEMENT 

Order No. I3A642l8a9 
Rn>; William Michail, Ed.D. Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 

University, 1984. 91pp. 

* In this study, the effects of writing ability and mode of discourse of 
^ognttlve capacity engagement were jnvestigateci. Sixty three collegs 
freehmen of varying writing abilities (basic, average, and honors) wer* 
randomly assigned to experimental treatments idescriptfve wnting, ' 
narrative writing* and pe^asive wnting). Using the secondary task 
method. It was found that writing ability differentially affects cognitive 
capacity engagarDent across modes. For example, Honors writers 
were least engaged wt>en writing descriptive essays but were most 
angaged when writing persuasive essays whereas average writers 
were most engaged when writing descriptive essays but were least 
angaged when writing narrative essays. 

Analytic quality scores and engagement were related and mults 
were Interpreted in the context of schema theory to estimate tt>e 
learning potential of a given mode of discourse. Also. Engagement 
and syntactic complexity measurea were related. It was iour^ .tt>at as 
words per clausa increased, engagement alto increased; whereas, as 
clauses per T unit increased, engagement decreased. 



READER RESPONSE LITERATURE: A SOURCE FOR 
EFFECTIVE DESCRIPTORS OF TH? AeVISION STAGE IN THE 
PROCESS OF WRITING Order No. DA0426O82 

Shanahan. Joseph Bcrnard. Ph.D. State University of New York at 
Buffalo, 1984. 257pp. 

The revision stage in the process of writing has been identlfled.and ♦ 
defined to a certain degree but has not been described clearly 
enough to provide teachers with an accessible means of diagnosing 
. revision problems and assigning prescriptions. Teachers need to 
know more than the fact revision is a nebulous and difficult process to 
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describe. We must endeavor to copt with the subjeclMty of this $ta0e 
and provide a logical way of descrlbtng K. , * 

Reepondiog io a piecfi of literature and revising a piece of written 
work require careful readings Because reading is essential to both 
activities the purpose of this study Is tq investigate the silriiiaritie^ 
' betwMH reader response literature which studies careful readings 
and the careful readings done during revision. The concepts of reader 
response theory as espoused by Bruce Miller, Louise Rosenblatt ^nd 
Roman Ingarder^ provide an understanding of how reading a plece.pl 
hterature as art can be (^iscussed. This study examim^ the t . . 
applicability of the terminology taken primarily from Bruce Miller 
(intensity abundance* orde^^arnl balance) as effective descriptor 
.the reytaion process oTa writer when the^wrtter views the written 
Mart. 

The sample for the study ie the cbllected/ough drafts of four 
poeme of the well established poef,. Joan Murray. The poems were 
atudM by examining the rough drafts'for number' and kind of^hanoe 
by tfie irwestigatpr./The same poems and drafts were discussed by 9>e 
poet during ^ series of^taped interviews where the poet revealed the 
rationale for each of the char>ges she had made during the revision 
proceee. Additionally^ discussions wore held where the^pd^ ♦ 
discussed her Kjeas about.revision and poetry in general, me 
information gleaned from these souriejs was analyzed. 

The resutts of the study indicate that the tern^s abundance, cyder, 
balance, aiad (with reservations) intensity taken from reader response 
theory are apt descriptors of what or>e poet d/imonstrated durir>9^ 
fayieio9 as well as what she deecribed as her own revision behavior. 



AN INTEGRATIVE MODEL OF COMPETENT WRITING 

0r4»rN0.DA8425653 
' Samqui. MARTMA^ARQARrr LowsER, Ph.D. Georg/a Sfafe Univ^rstty * 
Qotikg^of Education. 1984/I6lpp, 

Purpose, This investigation consisted c^|| phases. The first vyas 
to construct an integrative model of comp^i^ writing which would 
describe expository writing in a way useful for college writing 
pedagogy. Based on the concept of ideational units of meaning, this 
model allows for a description of organization of text that blends form 
and Vneaning. It contains three dimensions: structure (levels of ^ 
gener alHy th^at fluctuate), density (developmer^t of ideas), and 
meanir>g (relationships of ideas). This integrative model was to clarify 
tfte end*point of a future developmental mod^i arvj to provide those in 
the flekJ of composition with a tool for measMCfng writing quality. 

The second phase of this study was to t<^ the model using college 
leve< essays scored hollstlcally in grder'fo discriminate writing quality. 

K40thods. Hiustrations of experienced wrftlA^ and inexperienced 
writing served as basics for the description dn^iis integrative model. 
Three essays were analyzed according to the dimensions of the ' 
rrtodik in order to define and clarify the major^aspects of each 
dift>ension. . ^ 

^ To test the model, three groups of expositopy. essays written by 
college sophomores and luniors were analyzed according to the 
model. Seven vanables-were selected to serve as predictors of 

' differentiation among the three groups in the discriminant analysis 
performed. 

Stepwise discriminant analysis was utilized to determine if the 
» essays analyzed by the integrative model actually comprize three 
different groups. Additionally, this function was used to determine the 
.most pov^rful variables for discriminating writing quality. 

Pesu/fs of T§sfing th0 Mode/. The results of the discriminant 
anaiyete showed that atl seven variables were selected to enter the 
tttoiM (F in .001). The stepwise discriminant revealed that the two 



iv^' :**^^'°"»^'P» between levels qf generality (fogic of 
|deas and^elitioo$h.ps w.thin each level of generality (cons.stenty of 

•^L^*''® poWertMl discriminants and had partialis * 

sjgnifkfant at the ,01 level. The prediction equation was able to ^ 
\ dassrfy correctly 78% of the essays for the three groups 

.Canciusions. The twting of this model conflcmed that the variably 
Kjcluded are powerful discriminators of writing quality The variables 
Of meaomg are the strongest predictors of writing quality artf while 
the otHer variables of organization are relevant and nl:esI2r^ ' 
meaning is the dominant dimension of effective communicSieit. 



TEXTURE. PATTERft/ AND COHESTON INrWRlTTEN TEXTS: 
A STUDY WITH A GRAPHIC PERSPECTIVE 

Order No. DA8427913 
SroDoikRD, Sara E. (Sally), Ph.D. Th9 University of NBbt^sk^ - 
Linco/n, l984. 251 ppl Adviser: Julia Penelope \ 

That som^ entity ca\ed *texf exists has rarely been questlor>6d» x 
but because of its complexity, the synergistic nature of such texts ts 
Httle understood. This synergism is the dynamic product of reader 
processing which is more than, but dependent on, the physical text 
produced by a writer. One aspect of this synergism is 'texture' which 
is caused by an overlaying, as it were, of numerous text pattemt. 
irKfuding cohesionVThis study provides an insight into thb radimenlta 
df texture, and hence synergism, by analyzing the patterns of three 
types of coh^ion in thirty-five published texts representing five ' 
genres. - * 

•Tfie patterns of cohesion for these types-definite articles, 
prorwuns, and agent displacements- were computer-analyzed for 
' frequency of occurrence. The statistical results demonstrate the! , 
tt>ese types occur with some degree of regularity in all texts In aH 
gerves, but they also show that some linguistic signals for cohesk>n 
are ambiguous or unfulfilled. 

' Furthermore, when abstracted locatlonally knd drawn graphk:alty 
pn the computer as 'maps' of cohesive networks, these patteme 
uf^over aspects of cohesion that the numerical data cannot That Is, 

the number of cohesive elements per cohesive node varies and as 
the lengths of the coh^ve ties vary, so wiil the relative coheshrer>ess 
o# tt>e texts vary.' An index of cohesion developed to show this 
variability reveals that the personal essay genre is the most cohesive 
while the nonfiction genre \i the least cohesive. 

Because the mind of the reader must simultaneously manage all 
types of cohesion (as well as other text components), the processing 
of texts is extremely complex. In order to describe this complexity for 
•patterns of cohesion, a set of maps showing the networks of each of 
the three types of cohesion was transferred to colored 
transparencies. These maps, when overlaid, suggest not only tt>« 
complexity of the processing required to read a text, but also the 
multidimensionaHty of textual synergism. 
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COMtR^NCl AND COQNITIVI STYLf 
MujAMf , jAiMi Dau, Ph.D. Unh0r$ltYotSooth^fn CMlHornla, 1083. 
Chalnntn: ProfeaaqrW.RossJ^nttrowd 

t Th# purpoM of this rewirch Wis ^o invMtlgate th« relationship 
tftwMn cognitive sty<e and cohereftta In dlscoufsa. Tha primary 
^hjjpoth^ coharanca would vary Wmodally by cognitiva 

, -Porty-four aubjacti In thaJrflr^tarm of collage compoaiti^ 
aMctad on a volunteer baaia from tha Untveraity of Sbuthem 

^ Caltfomfa, ChamekeU Community College, SalerttlDfegdn, and tha 
• LMvaraity of California* Loa Angeles. Each siibject waa adminlsleied 
the CuKiire Fair Intelligence Test, the Group Embedded Rgurea Teet 
ly^the PF-16 PefSonallN AssMsment. Each Subject received 
Kngiiiatlc stimuli that called for responses that rSrSged from 

^_>pontaneou^ dialogue to monologue to writing. A group of readers 

^^naware of the nature of the reaearch evaluated each response 
hblistically.. rating It In terms of coherence via a coherence ratlog 
scale developed by Bai^berg. Coherence scores were then analyzed 
«v relation to cognitive style classification as Iridicated by the Qrouo 
Embedded Figures test. ' • \ 

• The hypothesis that coherence varied by cognitive style was 
clearly supported by the data. Statistical analysei showed that 
cognitive style effect was higWy significant (p < .005). accounting for 
approximately 40% of o^een/ed behavior (R2 • Furthermpre, 
fWd dependent subjecfte were eight times more likily to produce 
discourse of low coherw)ce than of high coherence. They were two 
and a half times more )lKMy4ak0roduce discourse of lo^ cohererKe 
than their field independent coooterparts. 
^ The results suggest that cohMnce In discourse is largely a 
develdpmental phenomenon, not ■ pedagogical One. Should further 
' research support this notion, it will have significant implicatidne for^ 
compoeition pedagogy. r Jjj^ 

(Copies available exclusively f\om Micrographics Department 
Doheny Library, l^versity of Souibem Califomia. Loa Angelee. CA 
90088.) ^ 
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